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Part 1: Common Holy Days in Jewish Religious Traditions
Complete the table below with information about Jewish holy days. Identify at least seven Jewish religious holy days and place each holy day in the correct season (time of year). Provide a brief explanation of each holy day you identified.
Note: An example has been provided. You may add additional rows or move the text fields to different locations within the table as needed. 
	Fall 
(September – November)
	Winter 
(December – February)
	Spring
(March – May)
	Summer
(June – August)

	 Yom Kippur:
Yom Kippur is a Jewsih day of atonement. It is the most solemn day of the Jewish year. This is a day that is devoted to self-examination and a chance to start a new year with clean slate.
	Example:
Hanukkah
Hanukkah is an 8 day-long Festival of Lights. It is a celebration of the victory of the Maccabees over the armies of Syria, as well as the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem.
	Purim: Purim is a day where the Jewish celebrate the saving of the Jews from a diabolical plot of destruction as explained in the Book of Esther in the Old Testament  
	Tish’a B’Av: This is an important day in the Jewsih calendar as it marks the day that they commemorate the destruction of their Temple in Jerusalem in 586 BCE and 70 CE. 

	Simchat Torah: 
Simchat Torah is the day in the Jewish religious calendar that marks the end and the beginning of the annual Torah reading.
	Tu B’Shevat: 
Tu B’Shevat is the Jewish new year of trees. This day is celebrated with great observance that onnect them to their environment and the natural world.
	Shavuot: This is the day in the Jewish celebration that they engage in the giving the Torah to the people. It is also known as the festival of the First Fruits
	Tu B’Av: This is also an important day in the Jewsih calendar which commemorates the Jewish celebration of love.


Part 2: Major Sects of Judaism
Select three major sects of Judaism to compare and contrast. Identify them in the table below.
	Sect of Judaism
	Pharisees:It is characterized by in the world but not of the world philosophy

	Sect of Judaism
	Sadducees: This sect is characterized by in the world and of the world philosophy

	Sect of Judaism
	Essenes: It is characterized by neither in the world nor of the world philosophy


In the table below, list at least two similarities and two differences among the sects of Judaism you selected. 
	Similarities
	Differences

	-Both sects accepted the old written laws
-Both sects shunned pleasure 
	-Unlike Pharisees and Essenes that are practiced in the rural and villages, the Saduducees is practiced in the urban areas only
-Pharisees emphasized on the need to live simply while Sadducees emphasized on seeking wealth 


Part 3: Summary
 Write a 525- to 700-word summary that includes the following:
· A description of the life and importance of one key person in Jewish history
· An explanation of one key event in the history of Judaism that is connected to that person
· A description of any rituals, symbols, or sacred texts in Judaism associated with this event or person
· Brief explanation of Jewish ethics
	Summary

	Moses 
Moses is a prominent figure in Jewish history that has been associated with various holiday celebrations for centuries. Moses also referred to as Moshe Rabbenu, meaning Moses our teacher is associated with the first five books of the Bible. He was a channel between God and Hebrews as he helped end their slavery in Egypt with God’s direction. God gave the Jews a set of rules, which are mainly referred to as the Torah, translated as “law” to guide them and to enable them to live according to God’s will (BBC, 2009). Moses was born and raised in Egypt in the royal house before he ran away after killing an Egyptian soldier who was mistreating the Jewish slaves. In the wilderness where he ran, he worked as a shepherd before he was called by God, through the popular holy burning bush that was never consumed. Moses came back to Egypt to help the Jews come out of the bondage that the Egyptian Pharaoh had subjected them to for many years.
One of the key historical events in Jewish history that are associated with Moses is the Passover. The Passover is a festival of freedom that is celebrated in March and April to mark the Hebrew exodus from Egypt many years ago (PJCC, 2019). This event is connected to Moses because he was the one who led the Israelites out of Egypt after the Passover night where the firstborns of Egyptians were slaughtered by the Angel of Death. The Passover was the tenth plague that befell the Egyptians after the Pharaoh refused to let them go as per Moses' orders from God. The Passover was the last plague that convinced the Pharaoh to let the Hebrews go. On the night of the Passover, the Hebrews were ordered by Moses to slaughter a lamb and eat it with bitter herbs and unleavened bread and use the blood to mark the doorposts (BBC, 2009). This would enable the Angel to identify the houses of Hebrews from the Egyptians.
Apart from the Passover event, Moses is also associated with the Simchat Torah, the day that marks the end and beginning of the Torah reading cycle (PJCC, 2019). Moses created the laws of the Torah that the Hebrews followed as a way of order. The Pharisees sect followed and practiced the over 600 laws that Moses created for many centuries.
One of the rituals practiced during the Passover and associated with Moses is the Passover Seder. This is a Hebrew practice and a Jewish ritual where the Hebrews engage in telling the story of the Exodus as explained in the Book of Exodus 13:8. Moses commanded the Hebrews to tell their children the story of Exodus to remind them of what the Lord did for them in Egypt. During the Seder, they engage in special blessings and rituals which include storytelling, drinking four cups of wine, eating matza.
Jewish Ethics
Jewish ethics refers to the normative ethical practices that define the moral philosophy of the Jewish religion and the Jewish people. Jewish ethics borrows a lot from the Bible because most of its themes are attributed to the Biblical prophets. For example, Jewish ethics emphasize the importance of leading a righteous life by practicing kindness towards the needy, faith, compassion and benevolence for the suffering (Agus, 1966). These teachings are based on the Torah, service to God and showing kindness to other people. Loving-kindness is one of the core ethical virtues in Jewish history that is linked with compassion in its tradition. The Jewish ethical principle on love-kindness shows that lack of compassion makes people cruel. This cruelty can inhibit the Jewish responsibility to take care of the needy and those who are suffering like orphans, widows, and strangers. As such, it is advisable according to the Jewish ethics that people practice loving-kindness and compassion virtues because the world depends on it. Health and self-respect are also highly considered in Jewish ethics because it teaches human beings the need to preserve their lives and health. They are prohibited from taking dangerous foods that may harm them spiritually.



Include references formatted according to APA guidelines. You may find helpful resources for formatting citations in the Center for Writing Excellence in the University Library.
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